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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 8 ‘ ';_2 614 - R8 SDMS
1595 Wynkoop Street '
DENVER, CO 80202-1129
Phone 800-227-8917
http:/Awww.epa.gov/region08

Ref: 8EPR-SR

U.S. Environmental Information Center
108 E. 9" Street
Libby, MT 59923

MAR -2 2010

(\.

Subject: Information request from Phillip Erquiaga
Relative to the Plywood Mill, that burned on
February 25, 2010.

I copied the “Final Data Summary Report, Libby Asbestos Site, Operable Unit 5 (OU 5) former
Stimson Lumber Company.

1 believe that this document is responsive to Mr. Erquiaga’s request. Please provide a copy of
this CD to Mr. Erquiaga.

Also, I would appreciate it if you would copy the disk and provide copies to other parties that
may be interested.

Smcerﬁly

:' I («7-—'—'://1

Vb}or Ketellapper
Lead Remedial Project Manager

Enclosure CD

Cc: Mike Cirian
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U.S. Environmental Information Center
108 E. 9" Street
Libby, MT 59923

Subject: Information request from Phillip Erquiaga
relative to the Plywood Mill that burned on
February 25, 2010

I copied the “Final Data Summary Report, Libby Asbestos Site, Operable Unit 5 (OU 5) former
Stimson Limber Company.

1 believe that this document is responsive to Mr. Erquiaga’s request. Please provide a copy of
this CD to Mr. Enquiaga.

Also, I would appreciate it if you would copy the disk and provide copies to other parties that
may be interested. (

Sincerely,

Victor Ketellapper
Lead Remedial Project Manager
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cc; fMice Locioon
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http://epa.gov/reglonB/superfund/lubby/oontadS html
SEPA L5 v
Region 8

Servng Colorade, Mentana, Nerth Daketa, Soulh Dakota Litah. Wynmng and 27 Trinai Nations
You are here: EPAHome Region8 Superfund Libby Asbestos Helpful Contacts in Libby

Libby Contacts

Contact the EPA Infonnation Center (406-293-6194) for the latest information on the work being done by the U.S. Environmental
Prolection Agency (EPA). The staff will answer your questions, or direct you to the appropriate resource. You can find out if your Region 8 Libby pages
property has been screened for asbestos and if any cleanup work was done. Also, you can see samples of vermiculite in various fonns,
and you can pick up a number of informative flyers and brochures.

information Updates and Archives
ABCs of Asbestos and Vermiculite
Asbestos Health Risks

L]
L]
General information on EPA's Work in Libby : ampling and Analysis
L]
L]
L]

(866) 457-2690 toll free Risk Assessment

Cleanup Activities
Libby contacts: Asbestos in your Home

e Atthe Regional Headguarters in Denver
e Atthe EPA Information Center in Libby

e At the Montana Department of Environmental Quality in Helena

EPA encourages communiiy involvemenl. il is an important element in risk
assessments and cleanups. There are many ways that you, as a community member,
can be involved in decisions affecting your family and your community.

For more information contact:

Ted Linnert

EPA Community Involvement Coordinator
Phone- (303) 312-6119

Email:

_At the Regional Headquarters in Denver:

Victor Ketellapper. Libby Team Leader
Operable Unit 4 - Residential/Commercial District (including highways 2 & 37)

ketellapper.victor@epa.gov
303-312-6578

Bonnie Lavelle. Remedial Project Manager
Operable Unit 3 - the Mine (including Rainy Creek Road, Rainy Creek, and Kootenai River)

|avelle bonita@epa.gov
303-312-6579 .

Rebecca Thomas. Remedial Project Manager
Operable Units 1, 2, 5, & 6 - the Processing Areas (including the BNSF rail line)

thomas.rebecca@epa.gov
303-312-6552

Tod Linnert, Community involvement Coordinator

linnert ted@epa.gov
303-312-6119

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region 8
1595 Wynkoop St
Denver, CO 80202-1129

Toll free (wilhin Region 8)' 800-227-8917: extension = last 4 digits of individual's direct line
f'ax: 303-312-6961

At the EPA Information Center in Libby:

Mike Cirian, EPA Field Leader
406-293-5194

406-293-5668 - fax

cinan mke@epa.gov

U.S. EPA information Center
108 £ 9th Street

http://epa.gov/region8/superfund/libby/contacts.html : 3/2/2010



Helpful Contacts in Libby | Region 8 | US EPA

Libby, MT 54923

_At the Montana Department of Environmental Quality in Helena:

Catherine LeCours, Remedia! Project Manager (MDEQ)

State Team Leader, Lead for Operable Unit 7 — Troy, Operable Units 4. 6 and 8
clecours@mi.gov

(406) 841-5040

Richard Stoan. Remedial Project Manager (MDEQ)
Operable Units 1,2.3.4. 5,6, and 8
rsloan@mt.gov

(406) 841-5046

Montana Department of Environmental Quality

Troy Information Center
303 N. Third St

P.O. Box 1170

Troy, MT 54935-1170

Local: 406-295-9238
Fax: 406-295-9261

Main Office - State Capital
1100 N Last Chance Guich
P.O. Box 200901

Helena, MT 59620-0901

406-041-5000 ~ general

406-841-5050 - fax
800-246-8198 - toll free (Montana only)

Other contacts (area code 406)

Lincoin County Department of Environmental Health
293-7781

Libby Center for Asbestos Related Disease (CARD)
293-9274

CARD Outreach Recovery Assist. Program (CORA)
293-9274

Lincoln County Asbestos Victims Relief Organizalion
293-6535

Libby Cornmunity Interagencies {(smoking cessation)
293-3951

W.R. Grace Office
293-3864

titiby heine page

Region 8 Home

LARLLpgated on Moneay, Jansary 17, 2010

http://epa.gov/region8/superfund/libby/contacts.html

Page 2 ofi2
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LN Fw: Plywood Mill Data
\,./} . VICtOI' Kete”apper to: Jack Whyte 03/02/2010 09:11 AM
Jack,

Could you track down the information requested below on the plywood plant at the Libby Site. |
understand that most of the data requested is contained in the data summary report prepared for OUS.
Rebecca should have a copy of this.

Victor Ketellapper, P.E.
USEPA :
1595 Wynkoop St (8EPR-SR)
Denver, CO 80202

(303)312-6578

----- Forwarded by Victor Ketellapper/R8/USEPA/US on 03/02/2010 09:09 AM -----

From: "Phillip Erquiaga" <perquiaga@fineart-world.com>
To: Victor Ketellapper/R8/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 03/01/2010 06:30 PM

Subject: Plywood Mill Data

March 1, 2010

Victor Ketellapper, P.E.
USEPA

1595 Wynkoop St. (8EPR-SR)
Denver, CO 80202

Mr. Kettellapper,

I herein formally request ALL information and data relative to the Plywood Mill site that burned
on February 25th, 2010.

I have had numerous requests and questions regarding the safety ofithe community subsequent to
this fire. Therefore I'm requesting ALL data compiled by the EPA and CDM on this site.

* The data should include but not be limited to:
1) All past and current air monitoring data. (Raw and analyzed)
2) All other sampling data. (Raw and analyzed)

3) Any and all pre cleanup procedural data, engineering, and sampling data; all cleanup



procedural data, engineering, and sampling data; all post cleanup procedﬁral data, engineering,
and sampling data including but not limited to any and all ER events.

4) All photographic and film records associated with any and all EPA associated activity at this
site.

Also please answer these questions:
1) Is EPA and/or its contractors currently monitoring the site subsequent to the fire?
2) What are you monitoring for?
3) What are the results of the monitoring?
4) Where are the Air Monitors located on the site?
5) Please advise what filters are being used by the workers on this site since the fire?
This is an all inclusive request! I would like this information no later than the end of day on
March Sth, 2010. If you cannot comply with this timeline please advise as to what can be
provided by the requested date and list what and when the balance will be provided.
Sincerely,
Phillip Erquiaga
82 Cedar Street Extension

Libby, Montana 59923
406-293-2393
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Fw: Plywood Mill Data

o Victor Ketellapper to: Jack Whyte 03/02/2010 09:11 AM
Jack,

Could you track down the information requested below on the plywood plant at the Libby Site. |
understand that most of the data requested is contained in the data summary report prepared for OUS.
Rebecca should have a copy of this.

Victor Ketellapper, P.E.
USEPA

15695 Wynkoop St. (8EPR-SR)
Denver, CO 80202

(303)312-6578

From: "Phillip Erquiaga” <perquiaga@fineart-world.com>
To: Victor Ketellapper/R8/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 03/01/2010 06:30 PM

Subject: Plywood Mill Data

March 1, 2010

Victor Ketellapper, P.E.
USEPA

1595 Wynkoop St. (8EPR-SR)
Denver, CO 80202

Mr. Kettellapper,

I herein formally request ALL information and data relative to the Plywood Mill site that burned
on February 25th, 2010. '

I have had numerous requests and questions regarding the safety ofithe community subsequent to
this fire. Therefore I'm requesting ALL data compiled by the EPA and CDM on this site.

The data should include but not be limited to:
1) All past and current air monitoring data. (Raw and analyzed)
2) All other sampling data. (Raw and analyzed)

3) Any and all pre cleanup procedural data, engineering, and sampling data; all cleanup



procedural data, engineering, and sampling data; all post cleanup procedural data, engineering,
and sampling data including but not limited to any and all ER events.

4) All photographic and film records associated with any and all EPA associated activity at this
site.

Also please answer these questions:

1) Is EPA and/or its contractors currently monitoring the site subsequent to the fire?

2) What are you monitoring for?

3) What are the resuhs of the monitoring?

4) Where are the Air Monitors located on the site?

5) Please advise what fihers are being used by the workers on this site since the fire?

This is an all inclusive request! I would like this information no later than the end of day on
March 5th, 2010. If you cannot comply with this timeline please advise as to what can be
provided by the requested date and list what and when the balance will be provided.
Sincerely,

Phillip Erquiaga

82 Cedar Street Extension

Libby, Montana 59923
406-293-2393
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Massive fire destroys plywood plant
By Canda Harbaugh, The Western News

It took a mere three minutes to arrive on site Thursday
night after the 911 call came in but Libby firefighters
found the former Stimson Lumber Co., plywood plant
fully enguifed in flames.

The 4.7-acre building burned to the ground and was still
smoldering on Friday while a steady stream of vehicles
passed by to see the destruction.

“The moon was shining out and the plume was so huge
that it looked like someone dropped an atomic bomb,”
Lincoln County Sheriff Daryl Anderson said. “"Embers
were flying through the air all over.”

Residents from neighboring homes were evacuated as
Libby and Troy firefighters worked to contain the flames.

“My husband said get your meds, get your clothes and
get the heck out of here,” said Kay Tarbert, who lives on
Fifth Street Extension across from the former mill.

Though the flames were shooting straight up - not
toward homes - they were extremely hot, Tarbert said,
and ashes were blowing into people’s yards.

The fire left little to salvage out of the businesses that
were using the building, but no one was hurt and no
homes caught fire.

Courtesy/Jenny Wood
Phil Spencer and Joel Chandler watched helplessly as all ~ The plywood plant in Libby burns on Thursday night. Sheriff Daryl Anderson described the scene as "it looked like someone
of the equipment and inventory from their specialty dropped an atomic bomb."
business, Wedge Wood Products, went up in flames.

"It hadn't burnt yet but the fire department wasn't able to get water up to it because of the 2,400-volt line that was running next to the road there,” Spencer said. "My partner begged
the fire marshal to put water on it to save it, but the fire marshal said he couldn’t because the line wasn't shut off.”

Spencer estimates their loss at $250,000 on the uninsured business. In addition, the fire ate up about 10 unpatented machines that had taken Spencer 15 years to engineer. They had
closed production in the winter to install new equipment and were ready to begin work on Monday.

"I feel a little bit wobbly from it all,” he said. “March was going to be when we put people to work because we already had orders and the equipment and a good start on stock to
produce.”

Occasional explosions added to the dramatic scene Thursday, which Anderson said were fueled by propane tanks, tar from the structure’s roof and wood preservative creosote.
“About all you can do is protect the structures on Wisconsin Avenue and Fifth Street and watch the fire burn,” Anderson said, “because they weren't going to put it out.”
Eventually, all that was standing was the frame of the structure.

“After it burned long enough, it was just the beams,” Anderson said. “Then it was like a domino effect - one caved in and tipped over and then they all fell.”

Residents began returning to their homes about 1 a.m., Anderson said.

The sheriff’s office requested a state fire marshal to investigate. Rumors of a possible cause could not be verified.

"We have no idea where the point of origin is at this time,” Anderson said. “It got so hot so fast. Apparently some people were working that day doing some welding and torching work.
We don’t know yet if it has anything to do with the fire.”

Portions of the structure’s roof had long caved in and about three-fourths of the building was due to be demolished, according to Paul Rumelhart, director of the Kootenai River
Development Council, which manages the industrial site.

KRDC lost a boom truck in the fire, he said, and the demolition company, 1.T. Welding and Construction, also lost equipment.

Revett Minerals had used the site to perform a truck-to-rail transfer of silver and copper concentrates from Troy Mine. The fire took out four leased rail cars, and Terry Ward of T.L.
Ward Trucking estimates he lost $150,000 in equipment, including his dump truck.

Rumelhart believes he will have a temporary loading site set up for use by Monday.

“Our immediate effort is to develop a place where Revett can continue to move their concentrate from the mine to the rail cars to the refinery,” Rumelhart said.

http://www.thewesternnews.com/articles/2010/02/27/breaking_news/doc4b8821d743d8b37... 3/2/2010




